
FALL 2019
“While your life is the true expression 
of your faith, whom can you fear?”

Julia Ward Howe
[19th century American Abolitionist]

I have been blessed to be called to 
work with the parish community of St. 
Mark’s while a search is underway for 
a permanent. A number of people have 
asked: “Have you worked as an interim 
in the past?” The answer is simple: I 
have not.  Therefore, I beg your indul-
gence as I am bound to make inevitable 
“rookie” blunders.
Previously, I have served the 500-mem-
ber Episcopal Parish of St. Martin’s & 
St. Luke’s in New York City (Harlem).  
I managed a parish situated on two 
different campuses, one vestry, and 
numerous committees. For the past 
5 years I was a Chaplain, Humani-
ties Teacher and Tennis Coach for an 
independent boarding school commu-
nity in New Jersey (Peddie). Along the 
way I have served in various capacities 
in schools, universities and churches.   
What I have come to understand is the 
role faith plays in our lives, particu-
larly when faced with uncertainty and 
change.  It is paramount that our parish 
and each of us individually remember 
our fundamental responsibility: to live 
outwardly a life of faith that we express 
in our daily lives and interactions.
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FALL FESTIVAL
CAKE WALK
The Parent Association of St. Mark’s 
Episcopal School is gearing up for a 
Fall Festival! All are invited to enjoy 
an afternoon of carnival booths, rides, 
petting farm, music, food and BEER! 
Our Church has traditionally organized 
and ran the previous and famously 
Oktoberfest Cake Walk. We are being 
asked to bring the Cake Walk to this 
event. Our goal is to provide 75 cakes, 
cookies, brownies, pies or any dessert 
you would be willing to donate. This 
very popular activity for our church 
is being led by our EYG leaders, Mrs. 
Leigh James (ljames@saintmarks.com) 
and Mrs Jen Boros (jboros@saint-
marks.com. Please contact Leigh or 
Jen if you are willing to donate baked 
goods. Desserts may be dropped off in 
the church office on Friday, October 11 
or delivered to the Multipurpose Room 
by 3:30 pm on Saturday, October 12.

Our job as Christians, yours and mine,
is to study and understand the life and 
ministry of Jesus Christ.  From this 
analysis, we are to orient our lives in 
a particular way.  Each of us makes 
choices, both big and small, and those 
decisions should relate back to our core 
and mission.  The biblical stories that 
we study are not simply about history, 
but ones that we actively interpret and 
apply to our modern lives.

(continues on next page)
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ADULT EDUCATION
ABBA, JESUS, and YOU.
Dr. Norm Carroll’s 8-week series is well 
underway! The series titled Jesus Our 
Founder, takes place on Tuesdays from 
7:00 pm – 8:30 p.m., in the church, 
South Chapel. This series will cover:
1.  Jesus grows in his Abba Experience” of
 intimacy with God.
2.  Jesus conceives and develops a way of 
 life based on his union with God.
3.  Jesus calls it the “Kingdom of God” 
 which consists in universal uncondi-
 tional love.
4.  This attracts many followers throughout
 Galilee and Judea.
5.  Judaic leaders misunderstand him, view
 him as a threat, and move against him.
6.  The charismatic Jesus works wonders
 and forms a group of followers.
7.  Jewish and Roman authorities crucify
 Jesus who remains faithful to his love
 teachings and way of life to the end.
8.  Jesus rises from death, and inspires
 followers who also give their lives
 through the centuries.

Dr. Norm Carroll is a former Roman 
deacon for 35 years, and gained his 
doctorate in ministry at the Graduate 
Theological Foundation in 1994. Dr. 
Carroll has published 2 books (Under-
standing the Bible and the Wedding of 
Science and Religion), and joined the 
Episcopal Church in 2014 at St. Bene-
dict Church. 
Dr. Carroll has also presented a weekly 
Lenten series at St. Mark’s in 2018. He 
has also preached Sunday mornings 
at St. Mark’s Holy Eucharist. There’s 5 
weeks remaining for this weekly adult 
formation class. We look forward to 
having you join Dr. Carroll on this 
journey!

(continued from previous page)
I began this message by citing Julia
Ward Howe, a social activist and author 
of the Battle Hymn of the Republic.  
Howe posed a question about how we 
are to deal with the anxieties of life, 
which she inherently answers. The ba-
sis of her question concerns the way we 
live our life, and if we indeed orient it 
correctly then there can be no basis for 
fear. In fact, a strong faith is something 
that translates fear into belief and hope.
I am excited to begin and become 
familiar with all the ministries related 
to St. Mark’s Church and School.  Most 
importantly we are ONE community 
with each side helping the other.  On 
just my second day here, this was 
brought home to me when I witnessed 
a church vestry member, James Jana, 
come to the school to teach two sec-
tions of second grade (Mrs. Guerin’s 
& Mrs. Rickards’ classes) about acting.  
He used the stories of Hans Christen 
Anderson (Ugly Duckling, Princess 
& the Pea, etc.) to help communicate 
the idea of acting and the foundational 
elements of a story, (WHO, WHEN, 
WHERE & WHAT) which he had 
students repeat. Clearly the 2nd grad-
ers were learning and having fun and 
simultaneously Mr. Jana was thrilled to 
be in front of the children – but most 
importantly he was living out his faith 
communicating God’s love in our own 
St. Mark’s Media Center!

Throughout the season of Pentecost 
Season to Thanksgiving and into Ad-
vent,  I hope to be in direct conversa-
tion with you to better understand the 
rich history from where God has led 
this community, where we are presently 
and where we might better understand 
how God is directing us into the future. 
Most importantly we should see that 
our life together as an expression of our 
faith and never forget the question Paul 

asks us in his Letter to the Romans. 
If God be for us, who can be against us?

(Romans 8:31)

The Reverend
Johan Johnson, Ph.D.
Interim Rector
jjohnson@saintmarks.com

AN AUTUMN
OF PROMISE
Although one may find it difficult to 
fully realize summer has come to a 
close, it does not appear to be reflected 
upon the temperature index, there are 
positive signs that Fall is actually upon 
us. Sense the enthusiasm and energy 
levels which are quickly becoming 
evident in our own St. Mark’s Church 
and School Community as well as lively 
activities within the Diocese of SEFL.
Communications sent by Kelly Harris, 
are clear indicators of expected upcom-
ing activities and events which create 
an awareness of ways in which our lives 
may become enriched through engag-
ing in greater support and participa-
tion.
As the news “hits the press” or sent by 
email, let it arouse our desires for en-
gaging, taking ownership of our efforts 
to strengthen our labor for the Lord. 
By revving up our interests and desires 
to delve into ways that are helpful,  our 
sense of spirituality will undoubtingly 
increase,  becoming evident  in the con-
tinued building and expansion of St. 
Mark’s Church and School Community.
LOOK HOW FAR WE HAVE COME 
IN SUCH A SHORT TIME!  St. Mark’s 
fabulous Head of School, Dr. Spencer 
Taintor, has been safely secured and we 
are celebrating the arrival of Interim 
Rector, The Reverend Johan Johnson’s 

arrival which began on September 23, 
2019.
See, great things are happening and we 
are moving ahead. Let us be grateful for 
all of God’s blessings by building loving 
and close relationships within our com-
munity.
In God’s love and For His Sake,

Sandy Hoyle,
DOK Chapter President



Our Episcopal Youth Group (EYG)
participates in OUTREACH MINIS-
TRY on the second Sunday of each 
month, the next meeting being October 
13, 2019. PLEASE gather your friends, 
and neighbors, and your children and 
come help us care for those who are 
less fortunate than we are at St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church and School. For 
more details, please contact our EYG 
Director, Mrs. Leigh James (ljames@
saintmarks.com or Mrs. Jen Boros (jbo-
ros@saintmarks.com). EYG flyers are 
available in the church, which has our 
full schedule for 2019-20. We are look-
ing forward to having your children be 
part of this fun ministry!

YOUTH GR     UP
EPISCOPAL

YOUTH GR     UP
EPISCOPAL

ANNUAL
EPISCOPAL SCHOOL

SUNDAY
You’re invited to join us as

we celebrate the community of
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church and School.

Sunday, October 20, 2019
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Celebrating our Students’
Performing Art Talents

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

Make Your MARK in Life!EPISCOPAL SCHOOL
Fort Lauderdale

Est. 1959

ALL CREATURES OF OUR
GOD & KING
St. Francis loved all God’s creatures and followed God’s

example of kindness, mercy, compassion, and love for all creation.

Blessing of the Animals
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

Sunday, October 6, 2019
12:00 p.m. @ Memorial Garden
Come have your pets blessed!

Gavin Henley and his sister Gabrielle 
doing their part to support the home-
less with EYG- Love in Action at Christ 
Church.



SAVE THE DATE!
St. Mark’s 32nd Annual Dinner Auction

Saturday, January 25, 2020

PRIVATE TOURS ALWAYS AVAILABLE
CONTACT US AT 954.563.1241
Saintmarks.com @ 1750 E. Oakland Park Blvd. Fort Lauderdale

OPEN HOUSE
PK1 – 8th Grade
Friday, October 25
8:30 am

A positive attitude toward learning that lasts a lifetime.
Because your child deserves to be happy

NECROLOGY
ALL SAINTS

Please contact Kelly Harris at
kharris@saintmarks.com with the
names of those you would like to

have remembered in the
Necrology and in our prayers
by Wednesday, October 30.

Explore. Play. Learn.
Thursdays and Fridays

9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
For a tour, reservations or more 

information, please contact:

Mrs. Francia Willberg, 
MMO Director

954-334-0117
mmo@saintmarks.com

Sunday, October 27th

Children are invited to wear their
Halloween costumes to church.

Please, no masks.

ST. MARK’S BOOK CLUB’S 
The Book Club meets the 4th Thursday 
of each month from 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 
p.m. in the home of Dr. Dianne Garvin. 
If you are interested in learning more, 
please contact Mrs. Dorothy Seibert at 
(954) 990-7966. 

OCTOBER 24

Inheritance:
A Memoir of Genealogy,
Paternity, and Love
by Dani Shapiro

Dani Shapiro at her best: a gripping 
genetic detective story, and a medita-
tion on the meaning of parenthood 
and family. It raises profound questions 
about the quandaries and responsibili-
ties engendered by our newfound abil-
ity to know what--and whom we are 
made of.          Publisher

HEAD OF SCHOOL
INSTALLATION Sunday,

September 15th


